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In 


A 


pos cOoURSE 


ON 


The Mrs TE RT and HISTORY 


hos SCRIPTURES, Oc. 


is the Scriptures contain My- 
ſtery and Hiſtory, it is im- 
poſſible to diſtinguiſh one 
| from the other without the 
Help of the ſame Spirit that 
inſpired the Writers thereof : 
And — the two Records of the Old 
and New Teſtament to be by Divine Reve- 
lation from God, it is npoſiible they ſhould 
be underſtood without another: From 


Z whence it will follow that no one can be 


a true Interpreter of the Scriptures without 
a Revelation _ the ſame Author, by 


hich 
" Þ : 


(2) 1 
which alone we can come to the Myſterys 
contained therein: And ſuch a Writer will 
never confound the Hiſtory with the My- 
ſtery, as a certain Author has done, by M 
denying the Hiſtorical Account of the 
Miracles of our Saviour to have been Facts al 
literally performed, V 

That which leads Mr. Woolſton to deny c 
the literal Story is the Inſufficiency of his 
Reaſon to reconcile the Miracles, which 
ſeem contradictory in the Letter: He does 
not ſeem to know that the Wiſdom of God 
is contained in the Myſtery, and that God 
gives the Knowledge thereof to whom he 
thinks fit, as in the Text, 70 you it is given 
t know the Myſterys of the Kingdom: From 
which we may infer that all the Knowledge 
of the Kingdom of God is contained in the 
Myſtery of the Scriptures. You ſearch the 
Scriptures, ſays our Saviour, thinking to 
find eternal Life; but you will not come to 
me that you may have Life ; they are they | 
which teſtify of me: From which we have 
Reaſon to believe that without his Help our 
Search is vain. How therefore can a Man 
with Juſtice condemn the whole Account 
of the Miracles as fictitious, becauſe it is 
above the Reach of his Underſtanding to 7 
reconcile them ? {3 

It is certain that they who have not the 
Knowledge of God can not arrive at the 
Knowledge of the Myſtery contained in the 

| - Scriptures, ©} 
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(3) 


Myſterys © © 5criptures, to know which is cternal Life. 


iter will BY Whoever knows the true God will know 
he My- the Devil alſo; which Knowledge is the Key 
Ine, by that unlocks all the Myſterys contained in 


of the the Letter of the Scripture; and by which 

en Facts all the Miracles of our Saviour are unfolded. 
* Whoever has this Key, will be as able to ac- 

to deny count for thoſe Miracles as for the plainer . 
of his Matters of Fact contained in the Hiſtory, 

which which ſeem to be perplexed by the Relation 
He does of the Miracles. And to him that has this 
| of God Key the Miracles will not be as Stumbling- 
"at God blocks, as they have been to Numbers thro' 
hom he many Generations. Hence it will appear 
7s given that all Men who declare againſt the Truth 
From of the Myſtery of the Scriptures are Mini- 
owledge | ſters of the Letter, and not of the Spirit: 
d in the # Such People think that ſpiritual Truths are 
arch the to be examined by Principles of Philoſophy, 
king to and that the Goſpel is only a Confirmation 
come to | of the Law of Nature, and that they are 


are they not repugnant to one another. But where 
we have can we find that the Goſpel of Chri/? was 
Telp our ſent to enlighten Nature? Nature, or Rea- 
1a Man ſon, has no Intereſt in it: In the moral Law 
Account it has, and therefore it is written, the Law 
uſe it is came by Moses; and it came only to en- 


ding to lighten Reaſon to whom it was given: But 
is the Goſpel came by Jeſus Chrijt, and be- 
not the 7 longs particularly to another Seed, (not the 
> at the Seed of Reaſon,) which is called, in Scrip- 
d in the rure, the Sons of God, and the 7 Sheep of 
riptures, B 2 the 


by Commiſſion from the Lord, then they 


(4) 


the Houſe of ISRAEL. And they who can 9 


not diſtinguiſh betwixt the Law and the 
Goſpel, can not diſtinguiſh betwixt the two 
Natures of the two Seeds ; {which is all a 
Myſtery to the natural Man, who perceiveth 
not the Things of God, becauſe they are 
ſpiritually to be diſcerned, and not by the 
Nature of Reaſon: For Reaſon's Nature is 
only to comprehend natural and temporal 
Things; but Goſpel Truths are compre- 
hended by another Light, as, in that Saying 
of Davip, in thy Light ſhall we ſee Light. 

Let us return to the Miniſters of the Let- 
ter, and their Merchandiſe therein. 

When the Spirit of God departed from 
the Rulers of the Fews, as from Saul, then 
they agreed to put to Death the true Inter- 
preters of the Law of Moſes; and fo by 
Degrees they got up into Moſes's Chair, and 
by Violence aſſumed to themſelves a Right 
to interpret the Scriptures; and by their 
artful Merchandiſe they found great Advan- 
tages from it ; and at length none but the 
Learned were allowed to be Interpreters of 
the Scriptures. And, in Proceſs of Time, 
they painted the Sepulchres of the Prophets, 
and ſet up their Writings by a Law, by 
which they acquired vain Glory; and ſo 
they continued as the Lord's Commiſſioners 
till the Advent of Cbriſt and his Apoſtles. 
But had they been Interpreters of the Law 


would 
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= (5s) 
2 would bave known the Law-giver the Lord 
us, and have yielded Obedience to him, 
as Jobn the Baptiſt did, who was a true 
Z Meſſenger: But the Scribes and Phariſees 
* flew the Lord, the Heir of all Truth, that 
the Inheritance of the Interpretation of the 
Scriptures, by the Letter, might remain in 
the Poſſeſſion of the Learned: But Igſus, 
whom they ſlew, often confounded them, 
out of the Mouths of the unlearned, by the 
Power of his Spirit. Thoſe Unlearned Per- 
ſons likewiſe juſtifyed the Commiſſion of 
Þ their Maſter, and ſhewed that all Obſerva- 
tions of the Law of Moſes were become 
27 uſeleſs, whether Circumciſion, the Jewiſh 
Sabbath, Sacrifices under the Law, and 
> other Rites and Ceremonys, they all being 
but Types and Shadows of the Worſhip of 
the Goſpel; which they continued to ſhew, 


meeting on the firſt Day of the Week, 
* whichis called the Lord's-Day, becauſe God 
on that Day roſe from the Dead : And they 
continued to declare that every Day is the 
Sabbath, or Lord's-Day, to a true Chriſtian, 
} becauſe he who is entered into the Faith has 
entered into Reſt, the true Sabbath of the 
Lord; who himſelf reſted from the Works 
of the Law, and offered a ſpiritual Sabbath 
of Faith and Love; and a ſpiritual Sabbath 
of Obedience is beyond all Jewz/h ſabbatical 
- Bacrifices whatever. But the Perſecutors of 
Cbriſt, not being ſatisfied with putti 


ng the 
Lord 


(6) 
Lord to Death, continued killing and ba- 
niſhing his Commiſſioners ; which continued 
to the: End of the ten Perſecutions, which 
put an End to the ſecond Diſpenſation; and 
then the Children of thoſe who put them 
to Death took Poſſeſſion of the Apoſtles 
Chair, and painted their Sepulchres, ſeting 
up their Writings by a Law, and ordaining 
that none but the Learned ſhould be Inter- 
preters of the Scriptures; which has been 
the Caſe ever ſince, where ever the Scriptures 
came, almoſt to this Day. When the 
Scripture-merchants purchaſed the Right of 
interpreting the Scriptures, then did they 
piece the old Cloth to the new, and ſo made 
the Rent worſe; and they have ſo con- 
founded the Writings of Moſes and the 
Apoſtles together thro' the two Teſtaments, 
that no Man can find the Truth but by the 
ſame Spirit that ſent them. They are thoſe 
falſe Shepherds who went before they were 
ſent, crying, Lord, we have prayed in thy 
Name, and in thy Name caſt out Devils, 
and done many wonderful Works, But to 
what Purpoſe will they fay this, if the Lord 
knows them not ? Hear what the Lord fays, 
Depart from me, ye Workers of Iniquity, I 
know you not, FD 
They who are Miniſters of the Letter can 
not know the Truths of thoſe wonderful 
Things recorded of the righteous Father's 
Noah, Lot, Abraham, Jaac, and Tacos, 
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of their Faith in God, and how wonderfull 


God appeared to them, and ſtrengthened 


them, when they were on Earth: Theſe 


Things are contained in the Revelation of 
Moſes as God revealed them to him: He alſo 
declares his own Birth, and how he was 


| preſerved from being drowned, and how 


God ap 


peared to him, and choſe him and 


Aaron for that important Work, to head 


his People thro' the Wilderneſs. This was the 
firſt viſible Appearance of God upon Earth 
that is recorded for all Generations to come : 
For tho' God appeared to Enoch, Noah, A.- 
braham, Tſaac, and Jacob, and ſeveral other 
righteous Men ; yet we could never bave 
known thereof, had not Moſes, by Revela- 
tion, left the Account on Record, as he did 
of the World, how God made Man in his 
own Image and Likeneſs, and of Adam be- 
ing the firſt Man, of Cain ſlaying his Bro- 
ther Abel, and of the World being drowned, 
eight Perſons excepted ; which could never 
have been known, had they not been re- 
vealed by God to Moſes, and by Mefes to 
Men. We have Nothing therefore but Mo- 
ſes's bare Word for theſe Records; for we 


did not live in the Times of theſe ſeveral 


Tranſactions, nor did we fee the Wonders 
Moſes wrought, nor hear him ſpeak; yet 
we are under an Obligation to believe his 
Records; and happy are. all thoſe who did 
believe him when he was on Earth, when 

A they 


*r 


(3) 
they faw his Acts; and happy are all 
thoſe who underſtand and believe, who have 
not ſeen the Wonders which he wrought, 


nor heared the Words which he ſpoke, the 


Revelations which God revealed to him con- 
cerning the Creation of the World. 

We read in Scripture of many wonderful 
Acts which were wrought by the Prophets 
after Moſes, as by Samuel, Jaiab, Jeremiab, 


Elijah, Eliſha, and others; which thoſe f 
After-Ages never ſaw ; yet many have be- 
lieved truly in the Relations of thoſe Acts, 

without ſeeing the Acts, and many do now o 
believe them, and are by Faith as much 
convinced of the Truth of them as thoſe 


were who ſaw them. 

In the new Teſtament we have an Ac- 
count of many Miracles performed by Chrift 
and his Apoſtles, as Matthew, Mark, Luke, 
and John, declare. The Book of the Acts 


of the Apoſtles abounds with Relations of 
wonderful Acts wrought by the Power of 1 


Faith in the Apoſtles; and theſe Things 
were written that we might have Com- 
fort in believing. It is recorded how God 
ſtrengthened them in Faith, and enabled 
them by the Power of that Faith to work 
Miracles: So the Apoſtles bore Record on 
Earth of the Blood, as the Prophets bore 
Record on Earth of the Water : As the 
Water ſignifys the Law of Moſes, fo the 
Blood ſignifys the Goſpel of eus oy 7 
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re all and all they are bleſſed who, by Faith, ſee 
o have the Truth of what is related concerning the 
ought, Acts of Cbriſt and his Apoſtles, tho' they 
e, the never ſaw thoſe Acts: Agreeable to which 
n con- ſays CHRIST, Bleſſed are thoſe that bave 

1 feen and ue, but more bleſſed are thoſe 
iderful a that have not ſeen and yet believed. Theſe are 
ophets the Myſterys which are concealed from the 
emiab, Miniſters of the Letter. 
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It will not be amiſs, before I proceed to 
the Miracles of our Saviour, to ſay Some- 
thing of the Record of Water, or the Law 
of Moſes ; the Truth of which the Blood 
of the Prophets bore Record of. Such an 
Enquiry may diſcover that tho' the Pro- 
phets from the Time of Moſes were en- 
dowed with great Gifts, being inſpired by 
che God of Moſes, and acknowledging the 
1 God of Abram, Iſaac, and of Jacob, to 
be their God; yet no more than Mo/es, 
who was God's firſt Commiſſioner to the 
enn could they proceed but as Inſtru- 
ments to declare the Will of God; for they 
knew that their Power extended no farther, 
and that God juſtly reſerves that Part to 
himſelf of teaching them, who are worthy 
to be taught by him; which the Inſpired 
in all Ages have confirmed, conſiſtent with 
hat is ſayed that one may plant and ano- 
ther may water, but it is Ged alone that 
gives the Encreaſs. 
* I am fatisfyed that Nothing which is 
q ; C dictated 


( 10.) 

| dictated by the ſame Spirit can ever meet 
T4 with the Approbation that Moſes's Record 
4 met with, or that general Aﬀent which his 
© 4 Doctrine of one God has met with. When 
he who was learned in all the Arts of the 
Egyptians had received a Commiſſion from 
the God of Heaven, it 1s no Wonder that 
14 he ſhould ſurpriſe the Egyptians by decla- 
| ring the Unity of God, and his being in 
the Form of a Man, which Doctrine and 
iy Idea of God they knew to be impoſſible 
is tor him to have had from them; for they 
| denyed the Exiſtenceof a Deity diſtin& from 
all Things, and who can ſpegk articulately 
to his Creatures when his divine Will 
moves him ſo to do. Moſes was the Man 


| made Choice of by God to fend with a 7 © 
Yi Commiſſion to Mankind; and till then © 
| | God had never manifeſted himſelf to his © 
| if Creatures by a Commiſſion. Moſes, being ? N 
| 11 apprited of the Ignorance of the Egyptians bo 
| if concerning God's Exiſtence in ſuch a Form, 'Þ 
| |} knew how inconſiſtent ſuch a Doctrine 


would appear to them; and therefore, af- * t 
ter God had ſayed, Tell them I am that 1 F 
it am has ſent thee, he required a farther » t 
Teſtimony to induce them to hearken to © 
We his Voice: And he, being ſenſible of his f 
Bl Want of Eloquence, ſayed, O ! my God, ſend 4 
hy the Hand of him whom thou ſpbouldſ t 
fend; and God, having fixed on him, ſup- ' © 
plyed his Want of Eloquence with the Power 4 
ang "ci 


meet 
Lecord 


ch his th 


When 
of the 


decla- 
ing in 
1e and 
poſſible 
or they 
Xt from 
-ulately 
2 Will 
e Man 
with a 
Ill then 
to his 
, being 
ryptians 
Form, 
Doctrine 
ore, af- 
2 that 1 
farther 
rken to 
> of his 
od, ſend 
fpould'/t 


m, ſup- 


e Power 
of 


- 


1 from 
r that 


(11) 


of working Miracles, which Power was 
a ſufficient Teſtimony for him. And when 
he came before Pharaoh, and performed 
& thoſe Miracles which he did in Confirma- 
tion of his Miſſion, tho' they could not 
prevail on thoſe preſent as they ought to 


have done, yet they confeſſed that the Fin- 
ger of God was in what he did : When 


they tryed to produce Lice and could not, 
they fayed, the Finger of Gcd is in this 
indeed. This ſhews that they did not know, 


till they were diſappointed, by what Pow- 
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er they 
did, who knew, by Faith, without any 
Doubt, that he ſhould do thoſe Things 


__ 
: 
5 


had done thoſe Miracles as Moſes 


which no Power could do but what pro- 
ceeded from God. This he knew before he 
undertook the Performance of his Mira- 


racles: But the Caſe was different with the 


| Magicians; for they did not know, before 


they 


ſet about them, that they ſhould do 


thoſe Things which they did; hor did they 


know by 


what Power they did them, till 


they were diſappointed by a Stop being 


put to their going any farther: Then 


that Confeſſion was extorted from them, of 


* acknowledging the Finger of God to be in 


f What was done. 


God may make Men his 


; Inſtruments of working Miracles, without 
leting them previouſly know that they are 
afſiſted by the Power of God to perform 
: thoſe Miracles: And this was the Caſe with 


(2 the 


——— — p — 


— — — E — 2 2 — — 


* Ta —AE—̃ — 
CT. oe ́— ce 


oO BIT SD, DEAR oo. 


1 — 
0 **. —— — . — —— a a ꝛů ²˙4. — a ˙—„— — 
- * * = os CY —— Py — —— _— — — — — — * = ” % * 

2 p a 


( 12 ) 
the Magicians who oppoſed Moſes before 
Pharaoh. God having, by their Hands, 


worked Miracles, in Vindication of bis 


Conduct, without manifeſting himſelf to 


them, they thought that they performed 4 : 


— . 4 1 
1 Wy 


thoſe Miracles by their own magic Art. 


God can endow the meaneſt of his Crea- 
tures with a Power to work Miracles; but 
then they are but the Inſtruments which 
God makes Uſe of in working Miracles ; 
and a Miracle wrought by a ſuperior Angel 


is no more his own Work, than a Miracle 


wrought by the meaneſt Man would be his; 


each would be the Work of God, what- a 


ever Difference there might be in the In- 
ſtruments. None can unſettle the eſta- 
bliſhed Courſe of Nature which was ſet- 
tled by the divine Being ; becauſe it would 
argue a Defect of Power or Wiſdom, if any 
Being independant of the divine Effence 
could break thro' the Laws of his Creation, 
No Uſe could be made of Miracles, if any 
one could work them independant of God; 
for, if ſo, Miracles could not manifeſt a 
divine Power, nor be a Proof of any one 
Perſon being ſent from God. If an Unbe— 


liever can not be convinced of the Exiſtence 


of a God from the Works of Creation, he 


hardly can from any Interruption that could 


be made, at the Will of another, to the 
eſtabliſhed Laws of Creation; which eſta- 


bliſhed Laws are certainly Proofs of his 
Exiſt- 


before 
Hands, 


c Art. 
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58 3 but 
which 
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Angel 


Providence, and not to prove a Miſſion; 


be his; 


„ what- 
a Commiſſion from God, and, in Confirma- 
tion of that, worketh Miracles, he undoubt- 
edly proves the Verity of his Miſſion, and 
| ſhews the apparent Difference betwixt thoſe 
who are only Inſtruments of declaring the 
Providence of God, and ſuch as work them 
in Confirmation of their Commiſſion: For 


the In- 
e eſta- 
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t would 
9 if any 
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(13) 


Exiſtence, and his continueing thoſe Laws, 


and working Miracles, out of the common 
of bis 
ſelf to 
formed cles is that they give a Credit and Sanction 
to thoſe who appear as Meſſengers from 

God); and we read of none who pretended 
to work Miracles in Confirmation of their 


being ſent from God with a Commiſſion, 


Courſe of Nature, are both Evidences of 
his Power : But the principal Uſe of Mira- 


but ſuch as are recorded in the written 


if Word of God, all other Miracles being 


permitted as Inſtruments to manifeſt his 


but when any one comes, and declares he has 


they who are made Uſe of only as Inſtru- 


ments to manifeſt his Providence, do not 
' previouſly know that they are inveſted with 
the Power of working Miracles; but the 
other know that they are endowed with 
that Power, before they attempt to work 
2 Miracle in Confirmation of their Com- 
* miſſion. The turning a Rod or Wand into 


a living Serpent, and turning that Serpent 
into a Wand or Stick again, is ſo extraordi- 


nary and miraculous an Art, that no Power 


but 


| 
| 
f 
| 


(14) 
but God is able to perform it ; which was the 
Caſe with Moſes, who aſked of God what he 
ſhould do, or ſay, to prove that he came from 
God; to whom the Lord ſayed, What is that 
in thy Hand? And Mojes ſayed, A Rod; and 
God ſayed, Caſt it on the Ground; and he caſt 
it on the Ground, and it became a Serpent, 
and Moss fled from before it: And the 
Lord ſayed Put forth thine Hand, and take 
it by the Tail ; and be put forth his Hand, 
and caught it, and it became a Rod in his 
Hand: And this the Lord enabled Mofes to 
do, that the Children of ael might know 
that the Lord God of their Fathers, the 
God of Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, had 


appeared to him ; which Power of work- 


ing Miracles was given to Moſes by God to 


teſtify the Truth of his Miſſion to the He- 
brews, that he came from God, and was 
to lead them from their Place of Bondage 
to the promiſed Land ; and that was the 


Sign by which they were to know that they 


ſhould obey him. 

When it is fayed of PmaRaon, I have 
hardened his Heart, and for that very Pur- 
poſe have raiſed him up to ſhew my Power 
in bim, that Paſſage is to be underſtood in 
the following Senſe: When the Magicians 
found Moſes, contrary to their Expectations, 
endowed with a greater Power of working 
Miracles than they had formerly known, 
and when they were appriſed that the Power 
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which they had was from the ſame God, 
then they confeſſed that the Finger of God 
was in what Moſes did; which was a ſuffi- 
G * cient Evidence for them, or for any Man, 
N to have believed that Moſes came from God; 
but their Minds being ſet againſt it, Cod 
left them to their Hardneſs of Heart, or 
to their Obſtinacy of Mind: And God per- 
mitted this to manifeſt his Glory, not that 
God could be the Author of Evil in Pha- 
raob, but, on the contrary, he was his Pu- 
7 | niſher for evil OO and Offences againſt 
him. The Egyptians, being a People 
= brought up in readful Superſtitions, and 
in a Perſuaſion of the Power of Spirits, 
and Demons, did great Things, as they 
thought, by their Invocations on them ; and 
When the Magicians heared that Moſes 
{ turned a Rod into a Serpent, and that the 
King had ſent for them, they furniſhed 
* themſelves with Rods, reſolving to follow 
the Method which Moſes ſhould take, 
hoping thereby to do the like, and know- 
ing that it was more than ever they had 
done; and, till they were diſappointed, 
by not being permitted to go farther than 
they did, they really thought that all was 
; done, both by them and Moſes, by their In- 
* vocations, and Magic Art, in which they 
were great Proficients; but when they were 
convinced that the Finger of God was in 
what Moſes did, they went to the King, and 
bi told 
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(16) 
told him, that the Miracles which were 
wrought could be by no leſs Power than that 
of God, who muſt be the moſt powerful 
of all Beings, and that his Servant Moſes 
muſt be hearkened to, and that he muſt 


let the People go. This was after they were 


convinced that the Miracles which they 
wrought were by no leſs Power than that 
of God: But the Text fays he heark- 
ened not unto them, PHARAoOH thought 
thoſe Miracles which were wrought by the 
Magicians were by a Power equal to that 
by which Mojzs wrought his: And when 
they were fo plagued with the Boils that 
they could not ſtand before Moſes, they 
were forced to acknowledge all to be by the 
Power of God; and God, to make his 
Enemys inſtrumental towards anſwering his 
Ends, conſtrains them to confeſs his Power 
and Superiority over the Laws of Nature, 
without making them better Men : The Rea- 
ſon of which, in this Caſe, was that Mo- 


ſes might find Credit with the King of E- 


gypt, and that the Hebrews might be ſuf- 
fered to depart as God had commanded ; 
for at that Time God was bringing down 
his Judgment on that wicked Prince; for 
Nothing can provoke a juſt God more than 
a King, who ſhould do Juſtice and ſhew 
Mercy to his People, who exerciſes his 
Power in plagueing them and making them 
miſerable: And for Offences of this Kind 
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"Z God made Pharaoh an Example to all his 


neighbouring Princes; for God was then 
about fulfilling bis Promiſe made to Abram, 
7 1/aac, and Facob, to make their Offsprings 
"2a People, and. to ſet up his Name amongſt 
them; and, that they might be the more 
remarkable in the Sight of all Nations a- 
round, he brought them out of Bondage 
ith a high Hand; and, foreſeeing that 
Pharaoh's Heart would be hardened, he 
&wrought great Miracles, that their Delive- 
france might be the more conſpicuous in the 
Eyes of all the World: Not that God can 
be ſayed directly to have hardened Pharaoh's 
Heart; for the Scripture ſays, in many Places, 
that Pharaoh hardened his own Heart: 
Therefore we are to underſtand thoſe Parts of 
the Scripture which ſay God hardened Pha- 
raob's Heart in this Senſe; God knew that 
*Pharaob's Heart would be hardened againſt 
his Miracles; therefore, to ſhew the Hardneſs 
of his Heart the more, God wrought thoſe 
Miracles; and when God inflicts a Puniſh- 
ment for paſſed Offences, as a Caution againſt 
future Obſtinacy, and at the fame Time 
knows that the Heart of the Perſon puniſhed 
vill be hardened, it does not follow that God 
Hardeas his Heart; nor is his Foreknowledge 
that his Heart will be hardened any Reaſon 
Fur he ſhould not inflict his Puniſhment on 
him. 
0 That Saying in Scripture (what Evil 7s 
ere in the City that the Lord hath not done?) 
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618) 
not to be underſtood as if God is the Au- 
thor of Evil: The Evil meant in the Text 
is the Evil of Puniſhment, which a Sinful 
People may draw on their own Heads by 


their Iniquitys : When a wicked Man will 


not turn from his wicked Ways, and will 
admit of no Conviction, his Heart may be 
ſayed to be hardened. God fays of the 
Jews, I have hardened their Hearts, and 
blinded their Eyes, leſt they ſhould come to the 


Knowledge of the Truth, and I ſhould heal © 


them: The Meaning of which is, that God 
permitted them to follow their evil Imagina- 
tions. The Imputation maliciouſly thrown 
on Chriſt, that what he did was by the 
Power of the Devil, was without any juſt 
Cauſe, becauſe he not only declared himſelf 
to be the Son of God, but wrought many 
Miracles in Confirmation of the Truth 
thereof; and Miracles being wrought by 
the Power of God, cannot be wrought to 
confirm a Ly : God's permitting them to 
follow their evil Inclinations is the ſame with 
permitting their Hearts to be hardened ; and 
in that Senſe only God is ſayed to have 
hardened their Hearts and the Heart of 
Pharaoh. 
I now proceed to the Jews, who expec- 
ted that the Mefiab ſhould work Miracles: 
I ſhall inſtance our Saviour's feeding five 
_ thouſand Men with five barley Loaves and 
two ſmall Fiſhes, It is fayed, in the fixth 
| Chapter 
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at his Appearance. 

tiſt had heared of the Works which Chr:i/f 
did, he ſent two of his Diſciples to 
Who aſked him this Queſtion, Art thou be 
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Chapter of John, Verſe the fourteenth, 


Then thoſe Men, when they had ſeen the Mira- 
eles that Jesus did, ſaid, This is of a Truth 
that Prophet that ſhould come into the World. 


lan will They knew that none could be like to Moſes, 


unleſs he could work Miracles; and the 

concluded, from Chriſt's working Miracles, 
that he was the Prophet that ſhonld come 
into the World. That the Jews expected 


Miracles from the Meſiabb is certain; for 


ſayed ſome of the Scribes and the Phari- 
ſees, Maſter, we would ſee a Sign from 


thee, Marr. Chap. 12. V. 38. But, fays 
Feſus, in another Place, this is the Work 
/ God, that ye believe on him whom he hath 
ſent, Joan, Chap. 6. V. 29. And it is fayed, 


many of the People believed on him and ſaid, 
when CHRIST cometh, will he do more Mi- 


racks than theſe which this Man hath done? 
you Chap. 7. V. 31. And, when Chri/t 


had reſtored the Blind and the Dumb, all 
' the People were amazed, and ſaid, Is this 
the Son of David? Marr. Cha 


23. Theſe are ſufficient Proofs that the 


. V. 


Jews expected Miracles from the Meſſiab 
When John the Bap- 


Feſus, 


that ſhould come, or do we look for another ? 


Notwithſtanding which Queſtion, Jobn the 


Baptiſt knew that he was the Son of God, 


D 2 he 


( 20) 
he having called him the Lamb of God 
which taketh away the Sins of the World ; 
and he ſaw the Spirit of God deſcending on 
him like a Dove, and abiding on him; and 
he heared the Voice from Heaven that ſayed, 
This is my beloved Son in whom I am well 
pleaſed : Therefore it was not for his own Sa- c 
tisfaction that John the Baptiſt ſent his Diſ- 
ciples to Chriſt to aſk him that Queſtion, 9 
but for the Satisfaction of his Diſciples, 3 
who perhaps would not reſt ſatisfied, on it 
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their Maſter's Word, that he whom John 
baptized was the Meſiab. John being in 
Priſon, and likely to ſuffer a violent Death, 
raiſed Doubts which might perplex their t! 
Minds concerning Jeſus being the Meſiab: V 
Therefore, to give them clear Notions of t 
the Meſiabh and his Office, he ſent them <C 
to Jeſus with that Queſtion; to which it 
Jeſus anſwered, Go, and fhew JohN again b 
thoſe Things which ye do hear and ſee ; the v 
Blind receive their Sight, and the Lame walk, I. 
the Lepers are cleanſed, the Dead are raiſed f 
up, and the Poor have the Goſpel preached f. 
unto them; all which are Completions of v 
Prophecies mentioned by 1/azah in the 29m t 
Chapter and 18th Verſe, in the 35th and 
61ſt Chapters; which were the Indications ©® 
of the Meſiab to come. The Prieſts and 
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Phariſees ſayed, in Council, What do we, 

for this Man doth many Miracles ? | 

It is ſayed, There ſhall ariſe falſe Cn RIsTSs, 
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and falſe Prophets, and ſhall ſhew great 
Wor Id 3 = | 
were poſſible, they ſhall deceive the very 
Ele. Marr. Chap. 24. 


igns and Wonders, inſomuch that, if it 


V. 24. From 
hence it is plain that no Man, calling him- 
ſelf Chriſt or a Prophet, being falſe in fo 
calling himſelf, could work a true Miracle 
in Confirmation of a falſe Commiſſion; for 


our Lord knew that God could not act 
againſt himſelf, in working Miracles both 


in Confirmation of a Truth and a Ly: So 
by Signs and Wonders can not be meant 


true Miracles; becauſe true Miracles might 
"deceive the Ele&, and be a Hindrance to 


From the 
Words F it were poſſible we may conclude, 


that no true Miracle could be wrought in 
Oppoſition to Chriſt's Miſſion: From which 
it is plain that the Ele& can not be deceived 


by lying Signs and Wonders ; but they 


who depend on their rational Faculties on- 
ly, ſcorning divine Aid, ſhall deceive them- 
ſelves to their eternal Hurt. 
ſayed, or imagined, that God would ever 
work one Miracle to prove the Unity of 


It can not be 


the Godhead, and another to prove the 


Plurality of it; for that would be acting 
againſt himſelf, and could not demand the 
Attention of his Creatures; nor could any 
one juſtly incur his Diſpleaſure, becauſe there 
would be no Means of diſtinguiſhing be- 
twixt a true and a falſe Commiſſion, if they 
* 6 | were 


("22 -.) 
were both alike atteſted by true Miracles : 
But our Saviour appealed to his Miracles; as 
much as to fay, if ye do not believe in mp yx 
Words, believe in the Works which I do; 
let them teſtify for me. Chriſt knew that 
the Works which he did were ſufficient Evi- 
dences for the Truth of what he ſayed, and 
that thoſe which he called his Sheep could 
want no greater Conviction, according to 
the Saying, My Sheep fear my Voice; and 
according to this, Of at my Father has 
given mt I have loſt none: Rut he knew it 
to be impoſſible for thoſe who were not en- 
dowed with ie Spirit to know by what 
Power he wrought his Miracles; he knew ©] 
that they would attribute thoſe great Mira- 
cles to ſome diabolical Power, and not to a 
divine Power: Our Saviour told them that 
if he had not done thoſe Things which no ! 
Man did, they would not have had Sin, 
that is, Sin could not have been imputed to 
them; but now they had no Cloak for their I 
Sin. For thoſe Miracles were wroug'it to con- 
demn thoſe who had ſeen and not believed, t 
and to juſtify them who had not ſeen and - 
1 


1 
_— 


yet believed, as well as thoſe who had ſeen © 
and believed: He knew that the Lowneſs ®% 
of his Birth, and the mean Appearance 
which he made as a Carpenter's Son, gave 
him no Title to Reſpe&t; and when he 

| called himſelf the Son of God, and did ©+* 
. Things worthy thereof, did they not, in- 
12 ſtead 
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( 23) 


racles: 4 ſtead of believing, cry out, in Deriſion, Ts 


les; as t this the Son of Jostpn the Carpenter, 
in my whoſe Father we knew ? From which they 
\1I do; concluded that he, who was God, was not 


w that ſo much as the Son of God; nay, they con- 
at Evi- cluded that he dealt with the Devil; and 
d, and their Cry was that he caſt out Devils by 
p could BAALZEBUB the Prince of Devils : This 
ling to Was the Imputation with which he was 
de; and loaded by the wicked FJeus, whoſe 
ther has Hearts were hardened, and whoſe Eyes were 
knew it #/inaded, as the Scripture fays, Jet they ſhould 
not en- ſee with their Eyes, and underſtand with their 
y what Hearts, and he ſhould heal them. CHRIST 
ie knew juſtly fayed, FI by BAALZEBUB caſt out 
it Mira- Devils, by whom do your Children caſt them 
not to a oft Which is as much as to ſay, How do 
\em that your Children caſt them out, who by their 
hich no Faith in me do great Miracles? Again, ſays 
had Sin, Jesus, 4 Kingdom divided againſt ſelf can 
puted to +7297 ſtand; the Meaning of which is com- 
for their ptehended by his Spirit only; it is by his 
t to con- Spirit that we know that the Godhead is 
believed, hs coi ee is not divided, ac- 
ſeen and Cor ing to this Saying, the Fullneſs of the 
had ſeen Godbead dwells bodily 1 CHRIST rh ſo 
Lowneſs it is plain that he himſelf is that Kingdom 
JPearance which is not divided againſt itſelf; but Satan 
on, gave ns that Kingdom which is divided in the 
when he Minds of all wicked Men, ruling in them 
and did in the Children of Diſobedience. 

not, in- To return to the Miracles of our Saviour; 


ſtead the 


(24) 
the blaſphemous Expreſſions which were uſed 
by thoſe who attributed the Miracles which 


he wrought to the Prince of Devils, I fay, % 
4 


their attributing thoſe Miracles to the Prince 


A 
8 » ; 
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of Devils are Circumſtances which as fully 


prove the Matters of Fact as if they believed 
he wrought them by a Divine Power; for 


the Queſtion is not, by what Power he 
wrought them, but whether he wrought 
them or not. The Teſtimony of his Fol- 


lowers does not only witneſs for Cbriſt, but 


even thoſe who denyed his Miracles to be 
by Divine Power ; and they who hated and 


perſecuted him, are Evidences of his Works. 


As God cannot act againſt himſelf, he never 
truſts the Power of working Miracles to 
any that will abuſe it, to any that will 


make Ulſe of it to eſtabliſh a Ly, and to 


deceive innocent Perſons, We ſee a Being 


come from God, declaring the Almighty's | 
Will, and in Confirmation of his Miſſion 


he works Miracles; therefore we not only 


believe that he came from God, but that 
what he declares to be the Will of God is 
truly ſo. Let us hear him appealing to the 
Evidences of his Commiſſion : 1 have, fays © 
he, greater Witneſs than that of JouN; for 


the Works which the Father hath given me to 


finiſh, the ſame Works that I do, bear Wit- , thy 


neſs of me that the Father hath ſent me. 
Jonx Chap. 5. V. 36. Again, Then came 
the Jews round about him, and ſaid unto 


bim, 
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as fully 
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Prince 
N Name, they bear Mitneſi of me. Jou u, Chap. 
to. V. 24 and 2 5. And again, I I had not 
done among 


er; for 
ver he 
vrought 


his Fol- 
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him, 


all. 
Irsus of NazARETH, a Man approved of 
God among you by Miracles, Wonders, and 
an, which God did by bim in the Midſt 
Jou, as ye your ſelves alſo know. Accs, 
*Ehap. 2. V. 22. When Elijah had raiſed the 


+. 3 
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m, how long doſt'thou make us to doubt? If 
Van be the CurIST: fell us plainly. IEsus 


ed; then, I toid you and ye believed 


them the Works which. none other 


Man did, they bad not had Sin. Joan, Chap. 
. V. 24. Again, / I do not the Works of 
my Father believe me not. Jon x, Chap. 10. 


; 37, and 38th. But if I do, though 
i believe not me, believe the Works, that ye 
55 now and believe that the Father is in 
Works. ße, and I in him. 


7 What the 7ews ſtumbled at moſt was that 


e Son of Man had Power to forgive Sins; 
his Miracles were too plain to be denyed by 
Ye Men of lsRAEL, hear theſe Words, 


. 


Prayers, the Mother ſayed, Now by this I 
oo that thou art a Man of God, and that 


K idow's Son from Death to Lite by his 


1 Ward of. the Lord in thy Mouth is Truth, 
Id Gs, Bock iſt, Chap. 17. V. 24. And 


i following Texts abundantly corroborate 

the Truth of his Miracles. 
Miracles did Ixsus in Cax A of GALI- 
3 E LEE, 


This Beginning 


LEE, and manifefled forth bis Glory, and © 


bis Diſciples believed on him. Joux, Chap. 2. 57 


V. 11. And again, Thenthoſe Men, when they 7 
bad ſeen the Miracles that Jzsvs did, ſaid, 
this is of a Truth that Ay „e ſhould 
come into the World, Chap. 6. Ver. 14. and, 
Chap. 9. Ver. 32. 33. Since the World began 
was it not heard that any Man G3 the 
Eyes of one that was born Blind? If this 
Man was not of God be could do Nothing. 
That is, he could do Nothing in Compari- 
ſon with ſuch wonderful Works. And on 
his raiſing the Widow's Son from the Dead, 
it is ſayed, There was a Fear on all, and they © 


gloriſied God, ſaying, That a great Prophet Ri 


is riſen up among us, and that God bath vi- 


fited his People. Luxs, Chap. 7. Ver. 16. for 


Few can account for the Infidelity of the 
Fewiſh Nation under the Manife 


ſo much Power exerted amongſt them : 1 | 


But as all theſe Paſſages of Scripture conſiſt 
of Myſtery as well as Hiſtory, it will be 
very proper to ſhew what is Hiſtory and 
what is Myſtery, Part of the Hiſtory is | 
that Chriff was led by the Spirit into the 
Wilderneſs to be tempted by the Devil; and 
what this Devil was, and what was the 
Cauſe of the Temptation, and what thoſe a 
Temptations were, are contained in the @ 
Myſtery; and by the Myſtery we under- © 
ſtand to whom theſe Words 8 bi 

0 


"mM (27) 
Don ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy God, and 
bim only thou ſhalt ſerve; and by the My- 
iſtery all other Truths relating to the 
Temptation are underſtood. 
Prom what I have already ſaid it evident - 
ly appears, that if any could have come to 
the Knowledge of Cbriſt being the Meſiah 
without the Aſſiſtance of his Spirit, the 
Jeu, who could not deny bis having 
wrought great and mighty Miracles a- 
mongſt- them, would not have attributed 
A to the Power of the Devil, but would 
pave | believed him for the Works Sake; 
eis Chrift faid to Philip, when he aſked 
t him to ſhew him the Father, I and my Fa- 
ber are me; believe in me, if nat ſor mine, 
er the Works Sake; that is, believe what 1 
kay is true, for the Works which 1 have 
In of one are ſuch that they teſtify. a Divine 
xm : Power, and :are- ſufficient Motives for your 
onſiſt believing in me. But the Jews, rather than 
11 be "they would ſubmit to believe in him for the 
y and Works which he did, conſulted amongſt 
ory is Þ te to chuſe a fit Perſon well verſed 


in the Letter of the Scripture to tempt him, 
ind, if poſſible, to prevail on him to con- 
t to be their King, that they might have 
| ſufficient Pretence to put him to Death; 
ind he doubtleſs carryed our Saviour from 
ane Argument to another, till he ſhewed 
tim all the Kingdoms of the World, and 
_ kr E 2 ſaid 
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(628) 
ſaid, A theſe will I give thee, "if thou wilt 
fall down and worſhip” me. The Place from 


which he ſhewed him all the Kingdoms of 


the World might be a high Mountain; and 


the Pinnacle of the Temple might mean no 
more than ſome exalted Place, as the Top 
of a Temple is: And tho'. he could not lite- 
rally ſhew-him, from any one Mountain ot 
other Elevation, all the Kingdoms of the 
World, yet he mightſhew him a vaſt Extent, 
from which an Idea of the whole World and 
the Glory thereof might be formed From 
hence it plainly appeats that the Devil that 
tempted: Chriſt was a Man, and called 2 


Devil by the Eyangeliſt for his many wick- 


ed Devices, and deviliſh Contrivances, in 
attempting to de our Saviour. to be 
their King. This Part of the Scripture 


will bear two. Interpretations conſiſtent both 


with the Hiſtory and Myſtery: The Pin- 
nacle of the Temple may allegorically be 
uſed for the Top of the Tempter's — 
ſtanding, who made Uſe of all the 
ſuaſive Arguments he was Maſter © 


might ſhew him all the Kingdoms of the 
World and the Glory thereof, by placing 
them before him in the ſtrongeſt Light 
that Language could paint them in. I here 
give two Interpretations, to ſhew that there 


is no Room for any Objection to the My- - 


ſtery ; 


. | 
tempt our Saviour; and in this Senſe he 


„ rr * 
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"Itery; but I doubt not but the laſt Con- 
ſtruction is the right one. 0 

* Whenever it is ſaid in Scripture that our 
Saviour was tempted, the Meaning is that 
be was tempted by wicked Men; for wick- 
ed Men are called Devils in the Scripture, 
as in this Paſſage, Nu are of your Father 
the Devil, who was a Murderer from the 
Beginning. Calx was he that was a Mur- 
derer from the Beginning, and they to 
whom thoſe Words were directed were his 
Children, as being of his wicked Nature. 
All wicked Principles which infe& the 
Mind, are ſo many wicked Spirits proceed- 
ing from Antichriſt, and a Man poſſeſſed 


in - ofiqhem is poſſeſſed of the Devil: And 


ſuek were thoſe Devils which our Saviour 
caſt out at various Times. Mary Magda len 


© fed of Devils: /The Devils which our Sa- 
+ viout:caſt into the Herd of Swine were of 
the ſame Kind, When the Tidings came 
to the Congregation, which conſiſted of 
© many Secs, of the Converſion of ſome of 
3 their Flocks to the Belief of Chriſt being 
the Son of God and the true Mefiah, thoſe 
3 © Tidings poſſeſſed them with Fear and 
=> Trembling ; and, finding © themſelves in 
Danger of loſing their Flocks, they beſought 
him to depart out of. their Coaſt, not for 
any Hurt he had done in drowning two 

ESD thouſand 


(30 
thouſand of their natural Swine; for Chriſ 
never deſtroyed any Man's Goods; their 


Reaſon for beſeeching him to depart was 
leſt they ſhould loſe their Congregations, * 


an Inſtance of which they had ſeen juſt 
before, when five thouſand were added to 
the Church, in one Day. When a Perſon 
oppoſes the Truth, he. is poſſeſſed of the 
Devil; and this was the Caſe with all them 


who truſted to their own. Imaginations ; 


they ran down a Precipice into a Sea of 
Perdition, and were drowned ; for the Ima- 
gination is called a bottomleſs Pit, from 
whence flow the Waters of Perſecution, 
perſecuting Men being like Swine who 
wallow in their Mire, 'whaſe Imaginations, 
the Scripture faith, are deſſ y wicked 
above all Things; and' if God knows a 


wicked Man is wicked above all Things, 


we know certainly that Nathing can be 
more wicked than what is wicked above 
all Things: Such muſt be the 
tempted Chri/i when he was in 
Wilderneſs of this World, Read the-firſt 
nine Verſes of the fourth Chapter of MaT- 
THEW. Then was Ixsus led up by the Spi. 


rit into the Wilderneſs to be tempted by. the 
Devil; and when be bad faſted forty Days 
and forty Nights, he was afterwards an 
hungred; and when the Tempter came to 
Bim be ſaid, If thou be the San of God, com- 


mand 


il that 
en 


M (3x) 

F and that theſe Stones be made Bread. But 
We anſwered and ſaid, It is written, er. 
ball not live by Bread alone, but by ev 
mord that proceedeth out of the Mouth of 
God. Then the Devil taketh him up into 
"the Holy City, and ſetteth bim on a Pinnacle 

the Te —— and faith unto him, If thou 
1 the Son of God, caſt thy ſelf doton, for it 
written, be dall give his Angels Charge 
Roncerning thee, and in their Hands the 
Pall bear thee ub, loſt at any Time thou daſh 
thy Foot againſt 4 Stone. Jesus ſayed unto 
bim, It is written again, thou ſhalt not tempt 
The Lord thy God. Again the Devil taketh 
bim up into an exceeding high Mountain, 
and ſheweth him all the Kingdoms of the 
"World, and the Glory of them, TS ſaid un- 
to him, All theſe Things will I grve thee, if 
” thou wilt fall down and uorſbip me. Thele 
Texts have their Dependance on the pre- 
e Chapter; for we muſt obſerve that 
as ſoon as Chriſt was baptiſed by Fobn, the 
h Ghoſt fell upon him, and enabled him 
to encounter with the Devil. This appears 
from the third Chapter of Luke, and the 
frſt Chapter of Fobn. The People we find 
pent to be baptifed by Fobn in the River 
ordan ; and St. Luke tells us that be ſaid fo 
the Multitude that came forth to be baptiſed 
* him, O! Generation of Vipers, who hath 
"warned you to fly 1 the Wrath to come ? 
| * Which 
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Which was as. much as to ſay, ye are the . 
Children of the Wicked-one, and doomed 

to another Lot which you cannot ſhun ; 7 1 2 
therefore he ſtopped them ſhort with theſe 


Words, which immediately follow thofe * 
I before quoted: Bring forth Fruits wor- 
thy of Repentance, and begin not to ſay 
within your ſelves, We have ABRAHAM to 
our Father; for I ſay unto you, that God ts 
able of theſe Stones to raiſe up Children un- 
fo ABRAHAM: And now alſo the Ax ts 
laid unto the Root of the Tree, every Tree 
therefore which bringeth not forth good Fruit, 
Is hewn down and caſt into the Fire. Chap. 


3. V. 8. and 9. And afterwards in the ſame 


Chapter, ſays he, I indeed baptiſe you with 


Water, but one mightier than I cometh, tbe 


Latchets of whoſe Shoes I am not worthy to 


unlooſe, he ſhall baptiſe you with the Holy % 


Ghoſt and with Fire, Verſe 16. When the 
Phariſees and Sadduces heared this, they 
forthwith commiſſioned one of the wiſeſt 


and ſubtleſt Men among them, one whom 
they found by Experience, to be well verſed 


in the Scripture ; for they had a Mind to 
try if this Man could perſuade the Lord 
Jeſus to baptiſe them with the Holy Ghoſt 
and with Fire: And, that ye may no longer 
doubt that this Tempter was a Man, look 
into the 6th Chapter of Deuteronomy, V. 16. 
where it is ſaid, Je ſhall ſhall not tempt the 

Lord 


* 


* 
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the 'M ord your God, as ye tempted him in M as- 
ed an; and into the third Chapter of Paul's 
n; KEpiltle to the Hebrews, Verſes the 8th and 
eſe 


th, where it is ſaid, Harden not your Hearts, 
ofs as in the Provocation in the Day of Temp- 
or- tation in the Wilderneſs; when your Fathers 
ſay tempted me, &c. Whence it is plain that 
to they who tempted the Lord were the Peo- 
is ple of {740}, human Creatures, 

un- [ come now to 7eſuss being led into the 
> is Wilderneſs; the Spirit which led him thi- 
Tree Wer was the Holy Ghoſt; which came 
pon him when FJobn baptiſed him, a lit- 
die while before the Tempter came; as ap- 
ame fears from the laſt Verſe of the third Chap- 
with fer, and the firſt Verſe of the fourth Chap- 
tbe ker, of Matthew; the Words of which are 
y to theſe; And, lo, a Voice from Heaven ſay- 
Holy #ng, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am 


the Well pleaſed, Then was Jxsvus led up of the 
they Bp:rit into the Wilderneſs to be tempted of the 
ikeſt Devil. The Wilderneſs here ſpoken of was 


hom dot a Wilderneſs of Trees and wild Beaſts, 
erſeg but the ſame Wilderneſs mentioned in the 
ft and third Verſes of the third Chapter of 
Matthew, where he ſays, In thoſe Days came 
Pond tbe BaepTiST preaching in the Wil- 
Nger Meß of JuDEa, and ſaying, Repent ye, for 
look de Kingdom of Heaven is at Hand; for this 
7 16, be that was ſpoken of by the Prophet 
por the Baian, ſaying, The Voice of one crying in 
Lord © F the 
3 


the Wilderneſs, Prepare ye the Way of the % 
Lord, make his Paths þ 


rait, They who 


imagine that John here meant a Wilder. 
neſs of Trees and Beaſts void of Under. 


ſtanding, are much miſtaken; for why * 
ſhould he preach to Trees or Beaſts? Jude 
is here called a Wilderneſs; and to the Peo- 
ple of Judea it was that Fohn preached; 
and the Wilderneſs, into which Chriſt wa 
led, was the Wilderneſs of Man's Heart 
which is bewildered, and barren of what? 
good. It is faid that Chrift faſted fort 
Days and forty Nights; but from what! 
not mentioned: But as Moſes faſted fort 
Days on the Mount from natural Food, { * 
Chriſt faſted from ſpiritual Food, that i,; 
Chriſt did not baptiſe any Body with tb 
Holy Ghoſt, nor work any Miracle, fo 


ſuch a Space of Time: In the Mean whil 


he was to be tempted, as he was, by the 
ſerpentine Devil, who was a Man, the ſam: 
that ſaid, Command theſe Stones to be mal 
Bread. When it is ſaid that the Devil took ©” 
Teſus into the Holy City, and fat him o ©" 
a Pinnacle of the Temple, the Meaning is © 
as I before obſerved, that he exerted th: © 
utmoſt of his Underſtanding and Reaſon tt e 
tempt our Saviour; agreeable to which an 
ſeveral other Texts in Scripture, What ß 
tempted him to, was to be their Ruler; fr 
God, he told him, had given his Angel 
Charge concerning him ; by which he meant 

in 


=» 
of the 


7 who 


Filder. 


359 þ ing of this World, he ſaid, Thou 


o 


+ (35 -: 
In their Manner of ſpeaking, that God 
would be his Guide and Director in his 
Government; but Chri/'s Kingdom not be- 
ſhalt not 


Why 

rtempt the Lord thy God. It may proper! 
* be called a high Temptation; 124 Deſien t 
Fe which was to dethrone Chr:/t of his immor- 
/ ah tal Throne, and place him over a mortal, 
3 bloody, and periſhing Kingdom. 
hat: Again, the Devil taketh Chri/t up into an 

fory pxcceding high Mountain, and ſheweth him 
d all the Kingdoms of the World, and the 
form lory of them, and ſays, All theſe will I 
od. 0 ve thee, if thou wilt fall down and wor- 
Ker * ſbip me. The Scripture calls wicked proud 
ich . Nen Mountains, and poor and humble 
fo Men Valleys, as we find in Jaiab, who 
| 4 bir ſays, Every Valley ſhall be exalted, and every 
fer Mountain and Hill fhall be made low, 
7 e Chap. 40. V. 4. There is but very little of 
3 the New Teftament that is to be underſtood 
err literally, therefore Chrift ſays, My Words 
11 tool are Spirit and Life. By ſhewing him all 
im d the Kingdoms of the World, and the Glory 
560 of them, is meant, as I obſerved before, that 
ol he placed them in the ſtrongeſt Light that 
ch 1 could put them in. The Perſon 
K Ty ſtempted him was inſtructed to prevail on 

at u him to come and fide with them, (which 
4 # ; would have been not inferior to Worſhip by 
7 48 paying ſuch Regard,) to be their King and 

1 F 2 Governor: 


10 


(36) Mm 
Governor, By falling-down and worſhipping *# 
him, the Devil-Tempter meant, Be ſo pre. 
vailed on by my Arguments, as to comply 
with them. They imagined that if he was 
the Son of God, and if he would have + 
come and ruled them, then they ſhould 
have been the greateſt People in the World. 
a Mountain, as we may fay, riſing over al 
Mountains: Therefore; the Tempter laid 
the Glory of the World before him as a 
Temptation: Yet this Man-Devil, this "Xx 
Mountain, (for ſo he may be called from 
his great Knowledge in the Law and Pro- % 
phets) was too weak for the high and im- 
mortal God; he could. not prevail on him 
to ſtoop to his Arguments, that is, to caſt 
himſelf down, or condeſcend to comply with 
him; for he did not come to be perſonallß 
a King of that Kingdom, but to fulfill his 
own determined Will, by deſtroying him 
who had the Power of Death, which ß 
the Devil, the Devil refiding in Man, who 
would, it poſſible, have defeated the De- Pivi 
ſigns of God himſelf; which made our Sa- 
F viour ſay, Get thee hence, Satan, for it ii + 
written, thou ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy God, . 
and him only thou ſhalt ſerve : Which Re- 
proof was as much as to ſay, Thou oughteſt 
to be ruled by me, and not I by thee; there - 
fore, depart from me, for my Kingdom is H 


not of this World, but of that World which Rea 
is 8 
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ping everlaſting and immutable: Upon whieh 
pre- hat Man-Devil left him, being inwardly 
nply hexed and tormented becauſe he could not 
was prevail upon him; and Chriſt was refreſhed 
have 55 his Meſſenger from his glorious King- 
ould om above the Stars, | 
orld, '4 Whatever the Learned of this World 
er all gream of finding out the inviſible Things 
Eternity, by ſearching into Scripture- 
as a fecords, and comparing them together; 
this get this is a Truth, that the Divine Majeſty 
2 locked all the principal Secrets of Scri 
Pro. Khre in his own Divine Breaſt, and there re- 
1 im- Bees them for thoſe Perſons to whom he 
gives his immediate Inſpiration, conducive 
o caſt "to his own Glory and their Conſolation ; a- 
with grecable to what is often ſaid in the Scrip- 
onally ures, which are not to be underſtood by 
ill bis Reaſon, but by Faith, Inſpiration, or Re- 
him velation; for thoſe ſacred Writings are not 
ich h to be underſtood without the Aſſiſtance of 
who the fame Spirit that gave them. By Faith the 
e De- Divine Works of Creation, and the wonder- 
Dur Sa- ful Myſtery of Redemption, were and are 
it ii Known, as is the perſonal Appearance of 
hy God, Gbriſt eſis in his immortal Glory at the 
h Re. Fnd of the World: But we can find in no 
aghteſt Part of the Scriptures that Man could have 
there - hy Apprehenſion of theſe Myſterys, from 
dom is As Reaſon only. I confeſs that the natural 
which "Reaſon of Man is a very good Handmaid, 


s under 


( 38.) 


under the Direction of the Spirit of Di. 
vine Faith, to illuſtrate the Things of 
God to weak Comprehenſions; but it is 
utterly impoſſible to underſtand the inviſible 
Things of God by Reaſon only; becauſe, "3 
even if we ſuppoſe Reaſon in its utmoſt” 


Purity, all its Search is after the Origin of 


its own Exiſtence as Reaſon ; but Faith ant 
ſpiritual Truths are of the Divine Nature* 3 
of God himſelf: Therefore in whatever Soul 


the Heavenly Seed is ſowen, it ſpringeth up 
with the Spirit of Divine Knowledge, ex- 
citing. glorious Raptures in the Breaſts o 
thoſe who are ſo illuminated, by virtue d 
an Intercouric with the Supreme and Eter- 


nal Spirit. 
A Man, endued with the Gift of natu. 


ral Reaſon, like Solomon, may be able to 


comprehend the Meaning of any Words 
whatever Ideas thoſe Words are to expreſs 
and be very nice and ſubtle in Diſputes 2 
bout the glorious and important Things d 


Eternity; but he can never have a rei 


Knowledge of them, that is, he can not bi 


Reaſon tell whether there poſitively were, 
or are, ſuch Things; they may, or may not, 
be; Reaſon can not determine, for Want o 
an infallible Guide: Therefore tho' Etern! 


Truths are nothing but Divine Purity, ye 
the My ſterys of Eternal Truth ſeem to ſub 
tile reaſoning Men a Jargon of Inconſiſten 

Cie; 
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Res, becauſe they are not enlightened by 


Fat Spirit which alone can reveal them. 


Among the Myſterys of Divine Truth 


the Miracle of Chriſt's caſting the De- 


Fils into the Herd of Swine: They who 
cauſe, 


tmoſt 


believed that he wrought his Miracles by 
the Power of the Devil, if he had de- 


an ſtroyed two thouſand natural Swine, might 
h ant 


Jature 


Far have ſaid, this Man cannot come 
r Soul 


From God, who doth ſo much Evil; and, 


ſtead of civily deſiring him to depart 


*Fom their Coaſt, they would have laid hold 
In him, as one poſſeſſed by the Devil: If 
pe had bewitched their Swine, and deſtroy- 


ed them to the Ruin of many, they would 


Eter- have proceeded againſt him; and their Al- 

legations would have been juſt : But there 
natu- was no Neceſſity for ſuch a Proceeding ; for 
ble t the Relation is here to be taken in the 
Vords Myſtery, becauſe it is faid of our Saviour, 
xpreli, he deſtroyed no Man's Goods, which would 
tes 3. pe a ſelf-evident Contradiction, if the li- 
ags 0 teral Part of this Story was a Fact; and it 
a 2 is ſaid, Throw not your Pearl before Swine, 
not by 


"It they ſhould turn back and rend you; and 
Were the Evangeliſts knew that they who ſhould 
Ly not pe able to comprehend the Myſtery would 
ante pe able to diſtinguiſh the Hiſtory from 


<tern Myſtery; agreeable. ta which. is what our 

ty, % Saviour ſaid when he was aſked why he 

to ſub poke to the Fews in Parables; whoſe 

afiſter Words 
Cie; ' 
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Words are theſe; To you it is given to know the 
Myſtery of the Kingdom, but to them it is 
not given but in Parables ; that is, in a Myſte- 
ry; and the Myſtery is the Key of the Scrip- 
ture, which unlocks to us all that relates to 
the Miracles of our Saviour; which is the 
Reaſon why the Apoſtles proceeded in the 7 
Manner which they did, after the Example 
of their Maſter, who wrought his Mira- e 
cles not for the Confirmation of thoſe who = 
did believe, but for the Condemination of 
thoſe who did not, altho' they ſaw them. 
Whenever the Evangeliſts had occaſion to 
ſpeak of the Deſigns which the Ferws had, Wer: 
and of the Ways which they took, to 
deceive our Lord, they repreſented them hi 
as under the Temptation of the Devil. A- 
greeable to which are our Saviour's own 
Words, when he teproved the Jews for 
following him for the Loaves and Fiſhes, Sigh 
and not for any Eſteem they had for him: hie 
He told them they were of their Fa- 
ther the Devil, and that his Works they 


whom Chriſt called a Murderer and their N 
Father, the Evangeliſts thought it right, 117 
when ſpeaking of the wicked Jews, to call T 
them Devils, as Chriſt had done; therefore YN 
they juſtly called the Temptation of the proud 9 
Phariſaical Perſon, who was ſent by the San- 
hedrim to tempt Chriſt, the Temptation of 
the Devil; and when Chriſt diſpoſſeſſed any of 
theit 


v the (4 .) 

it i Meir derlich Spirit they call'd it working 
yſte- Miracles, they . ſuch Acts to be 
crip- Mee Effect of his Miraculous Power. The 
es to Witneſſes of our Lord's Life and Death 
s the Mie a true Account of the Miracles done 
| the him, tho it is denyed at this Time, as 
mple old by the Jews, that ſuch Miracles 
Hira- ere really wrought, or they are ſaid to 
who 4 oe been done, by a diabolical Power: They 
0 of e us Accounts of Miracles, which are 
hem. 


rrally true, and which could proceed 
em none but a Miraculous Power; ſuch 
Ness his repulſing the Devil in ſome, and 


„ to iſpoſſeſſing others entirely of him; of 
them hich Mary Magdalen was an Inſtance: 
A- uch were the Cures which he wrought, as 
own that on the Woman with the Bloody: Iflue, 
s for te Leper cleanſed, the Blind reſtored w 

iſhes, Fight, and. the Lame made to walk; 
him: Phich are literal and undoubted Facts, 5 
Fa- A Pithin the Knowledge of ſome whio wrote 
they f them: The fame Writers relate other 
Devil Miracles of equal Truth, as his turning 
their Water into Wine, his feeding five thouſand 
right, yith five Loaves and two Eiſhes, and Bis 
o call M Riſing ſome from the Dead; all which he 
refore AY id not work for the Sake of the A pplau- 
proud s of the Fews, who diſputed his Power 
e San- Ping of God; for he knew that many 
on of Pere ordained of old to disbelieve; but he 
any of |. rought thoſe Marge for the Confirnia- 
tion 


their 


| (42) * 
tion of the Faithful, to convince them tha 
what he did was not only from the Powe 
of God, but that he who did thoſe wonder ps, 
fal Works was the Lord their God: Thc ve 

the literal Account of Chrif's Miracle Men 


ſeems to ſome as an abſurd incredible Ro ar 
mance, full of Incongruities; tho' I fay; = 
the Account ſeems ſo to thoſe who der v 


the two Teſtaments to be Revelations of thi 
Will of God, yet, Thanks to God, they? 
who are taught by the Lord know his Wil! 
and are able to reconcile all thoſe ſeeming 

Incongruities in the Letter of the Scripture: 
which are thoſe Stumbling- blocks which ma e 
ny Unbelievers have ſtumbled at, and bee: 2 
daſhed to Pieces againſt: For the Accoun ral 
left us by the Apoſtles and Evangeliſts i 0 a 
not the leſs true, becauſe every one is na e 
poſſeſſed with the Key to unlock the Secret San n 
thereof. As in Eiiſba's Time there wer Wt t 
m but none cured except Nas: na 
and many Widows in th Fa 


„the Sy | 


- 


Days of the Prophet Eli 90 but none . - 


whom the Prophet was ſent but the W 
dow of Serepta, ſhe only being though! 10 


worthy, fo in Chriff's Time, tho' man 
Perſons died while he was on Earth, yet l ; af 


raiſed ſuch only from the Dead who wer 8 
qualified for ſuch a ſingular Favour : H * 7 
did not endeavour to fave the World by ſ. *# 
— them in their own Way, bot of th 
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e thoſe who were ſet apart from the 
m th: Weſt of the World, and given to him to be 
Power Pelievers in his Ways, according to the Say- 
onder Mug, Of all that my Father has given me 1 
The ve not oft one: And according to what he 
liracle ewiſe fays in theſe Words, My Sheep 
e RO ar my Voice, but a Stranger they will not 
I ſa e: He knew that thoſe who were left 
dem * Guidance of their rational Faculties 
of the ly were liable to be deceived by other Men 
io depended on the ſame; for thoſe Men, 
ole rational Faculties are not enlightened 
another Spirit, are they whom the Sheep, 
pture; ich are taught of God, will not follow ; 
ch ma ey are the Strangers alluded to in the 
d beet ext: Thoſe Sheep can not follow the Na- 
.ccoun ral Man, becauſe he would lead them in- 
liſts ! a State of Darkneſs ; they being led by 
is nd de Voice of che right Shepherd, they 
Secret an not follow a Stranger, who knoweth 
e wen dot the Things of God, and whoſe Buſi- 
t Nas Mis it is to draw the Soul from the Voice 
in th Faith, which is the Gift of God; and 
one is that Gift which diſcovers thoſe Truths 
je Wi. Intained in the Scriptures : concerning 


l, they 
s Will 
eeming 


hough! god's Divinity, Heaven, Earth, Angels, 
man d Men, and what is after Death, which 
yet h Ine can ever know but by the Spirit of 
© wer relation, which is the Voice of God, 
r: E ing his Lambs into a Spiritual Paſture; 
1 by & without that Spirit none can tell whe- 
but u "23 ther 
ſay | 
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Was thought worthy to baptiſe our Saviour; 7 
and when our Saviour prayed, and theſf N 
Heavens were opened, he ſaw the Hoh 
Ghoſt in a bodily Shape like a Dove, andl 
Heared a Voice from Heaven which ſaid 
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(44) MY 
ther they ſhall appear any more after Death: 1 Ft 
to the Baptiſt had this Gift, and there. 
ore, after he had baptiſed the People, be 


This is my beloved Son in whom I am wel 1 
pleaſed: And no Perſon ſaw the Heaven 
opened, or heared the Voice, but Chr, 
— Jobn the Baptiſt: Theſe were th: 
fame Words which were ſpoken at au 
other Time on another Occaſion, when 
Moſes and Elias were talking with Chr: 
on the Mount; While he yet pale, beholi 
à bright Cloud overſhadow'd them, and bebl 
a Voice out of the Cloud which ſaid, Thas i 
my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleaſei. 
bear ye him, Marr. Chap. 17. V. 5. Non 
but Peter, James, and John, ſaw M 
and Elias talking with Chriſt; and nor 
beſides them heared the Voice out of th 
Cloud, as it carried Moſes and Elias vi 
to Heaven: This Circumſtance confirm 
the Belief of Peter, James, and Fobn, i 
Cbriſt being the Son of God; but Cr 
charged them to tell no Man the Viſion 2 
till be was riſen from the Dead; and the 
told it to none till after he was tun - a1 N 
they told it afterwards to Matthewo, Mari" 
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cath: Mule, and others 
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e, he 
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iour 
d the 
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„ And 
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2 . wel 
eaven 
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645) | 

: None of the Goſpels, 
r the Writings of the New 'Teſtament, 
ere written till after the Aſcenſion of 
brift : Tho' Matthew and others never 
Jaw theſe Appearances, yet, as they wrote 
by Inſpiration, they ought to be believed. 


When the Apoſtles met to receive their 


Commiſſion, according to Chriſt's Promiſe, 


ho told them he would endow them with 
Power from on high, there appeared unto 


ther Tongues, 


bem cloven Tongues, like as of Fire, and 


Wt upon each of them ; and they were filled 
ith the Holy Ghoſt, and began to ſpea with 
as the Spirit gave them Ut- 


Ferance, AcTs, Chap. 2. V. 3 and 4. No 


Perſon ſaw the viſible Appearance of the 
Floven Tongues but the Apoſtles; and 


Non; 


W NMS. 


d non 


of - thi 


lias u 


nfrme 
fobn, | 
t Cbri 
Viſto! 
nd the 


they declared it to others; but none can 
receive the Certainty of theſe Relations 
without a Meaſure of the ſame Spirit; for 
he giveth the Spirit by Meaſure unto them. 


As there was no Man in the Time of 
he Law of Moſes who could enquire of 


the Ephod, which was the ſtanding Rule 


. know the Will of God by, but by Re- 


pelation and the Gift of Prophecy, as Da- 


vid and the High Prieſt could, ſo as ſoon 
Ks they 
tell whether they ſhould proſper or not; 


looked on the Ephod they could 


n; an but if any Perſon looked upon it, who 
Mar had not the Spirit of Revelation, he could 
Lit 5 6 tell 


1 
- * 


(46) 
tell Nothing from it. Tho' the Ephod was 
appointed by God on purpole to enable ſome 
to enquire of God, yet none could find out 
God's Mind by it, but ſuch as I mentioned Bi 
before. We find David enquiring of the {ever 
Ephod 1 in the firſt Book of Samuel, where | F 2 
it is ſaid, And it came to paſi when ABIA- — tl 
Tn AR the Son of ABIMELECH fled to Da- the 
VID 70 KEILAH, that he came down with If 
an Erkop in his Hand; and it was told For 
Saul that DaviD was come to KREILAu; 45 
and SAUL ſaid, God hath delivered him into The 
mine Hand; for he is ſhut in, by entering 
into a Town that has Gates and Bars; and 
Saul. called all the People together to W ar, 0 
to go down to KEILAH, and to befiege DA. nous 
vip and his Men; and Davip knew that that 

Saul, ecretly practiſed Miſchief againſt him, Hat 

and he ſaid to ABLATHAR the Prieſt, Bring God 
hither the Ephop. Chap. 23. V. 6, 7, 8, and atio 
9. A contrary Practice to this we find Twill 

Saul uſed, when the Spirit of the Lord as th 
Was departed from him; for he conſulted a | hat 

Witch: Like the Caſe of Saul, who left Who 
the Lord and his Prophets, is that of thoſe | them 
who reject Chriſt and his Apoſtles; and hc a 
they who leave the Way, which Chri/t has "they 

appointed, to follow their own diabolical Gate 
Imaginations, are like Sau, who left the are 
Lord and his Prophets for a Witch; and like Mliev 
him they deny all Spiritual Aſſiſtance what- face 
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Pever. Thoſe People who have Recourſe 
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(a) 


was the internal Devil, their own Imagina- 
ſome if + jon, like Goliab defy the living God ; and 
| out Pecauſe God has not manifeſted himſelf by 
oned Fan univerſal Revelation, they deny that there 


F the 


ver was any, and by denying all Proof of 
vhere : 


Revelation they, in a great Meaſure, de- 
BIA- the Power of God: Thus do they treat 
Da- . Divine Being for not manifeſting him- 
with lf univerſally, which they fay would be 
s told Fgorthy of him, and an univerſal Manifeſta- 
LAH ; | . only they fay would be worthy of him: 
into 132 call our Saviour an Impoſtor, and a 
tering Peceiver, and deny the Miracles recorded of 
; and Im; and they deny the Reſurrection of him 
War, * 2 wrought thoſe Miracles. It is not e- 
Da- Pugh to know, as many of the Fews did, 
tbat "that Chriſt wrought thoſe Miracles, but 
? him, pat he wrought them by the Power of 
Bring Hod; which none can know but by Inſpi- 
3, and tion; without which in all Ages they 
find ill oppoſe whatever is related of Chriſt, 
Lord as they did in his own Time who had not 
ted a that Inſpiration; and that Chriſt knew, 
ho left ho told them, that had he not done among /i 
" thoſe ' hem what no Man did, they had not had Sin; 
. and bat as thoſe Acts were done amongſt them, ; 
iſt has they had no Cloak for their Sin. The 
bolical eſe is parallel to thoſe who have ſince 
eft the ared of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and not 
1d like Mlieved; they have no Cloak for their Sin, 
what- face what is ſaid of him is ſo well atteſted. 
courſe They 
to 8 
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(48) 

They who condemn the whole as fabu- 
lous, becauſe Cbriſt did not raiſe one from 
the Dead in the Manner which they 
ſhould preſcribe, as ſome chief Magiſtrate, 
who ſhould be firſt appriſed of his Death 
and Reſurrection, and ſo the more ſur- 
priſed at his Riſing, do not confider that if 
he had done ſo they would have imputed g 9 * 
that, as well as other Wonders, to the Pow- - 
er of the Devil: And they who deny the 
Reſurrection of our Saviour, becauſe he did 


Acal 


9; 


ded him, in order to ſee and be convinced, 
as they pretended, do not ſcruple to call 
the Whole a Cheat; nor do they ſcruple to 
fay that his Diſciples made the Watch drunk 
and ſtole him away in the Night; but at 
the fame Time they forget ſurely that 
when the Angel rolled away the Stone, 
the Keepers became as Dead Men : and 5 
they likewiſe ſay that, being loth to have * . 
the Truth known, they gave the Keepers 
Money to ſay his Diſciples came and ſtole 
him away while they ſlept: The Truth of 
the Fact is this: As ſoon as the Keepers 
came to themſelves, and found out what was 
done, that the Seals were broken, and that 
the Stone was rolled away, and Jeſus gone, 
and they ſaw no one, they ran in Haſte to ve 
Pilate to inform him of the Truth; "and fe-t 
Pilate, being apprehenſive of the Truth of e 1 
this Relation, and fearing the Fews, pauſed 
4 awhile 
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WW: while, and then gave the Keepers Money 
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= co fay his Diſciples came in the Night, and 
ne Iſtole him away while they ſlept. 

we, As the Knowledge of the Truth of what 
on 15 related of Chriſt, depends on under- 
17 ENanding the Prophecies concerning our Sa- 


. . . . 
ZTiour, particularly of his Reſurrection; I 


ny Fall mention them as they occur to me on 
1 5 wo different Occaſions: The Furſt is, 
: * here he ſays, Deſtroy this Temple, and in 
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Meree Days I will raiſe it up: The Second 
, where the Jews, after they had ſeen 


nced, Many Miracles which he had wrought, and 
call ad aſcribed them to a Diabolical Power, 
le to mpt him further in this Saying, Sher us 
Irunk Irie farther Sign or Wonder that we may be- 


e: To which Chrift anſwered, No other 


ö 1 ays in the Whale's Belly, ſo ſhall the Son of 
| have Mor be three Nights and three Days in the 


Peir Unbelief, and Hardneſs of Heart: 
hen one of their Nation told Pz/ate that 


ad that i Id the Sepulchre, leſt there ſhould be any 
gone, aud committed, the Reaſon which they 
aſte to ve was that he had Prophecyed in his 


1 3 and 9 Ife-time that he would raiſe himſelf from 
ruth of ge Dead, after he had been in the Earth 
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three Nights and three Days, according to 
bling-block that our Saviour foreſaw the 
Encwing the Meaning of his other Pro- 
this Temple, and in three Days I will raiſ 


Sunday Morning. Our Commentators now 
know, what the eus did not then, tha 


ſtroy it, and raiſe it up in three Day 


No other Sign ſhall be given you but the Sigi 


he had often done, fruſtrated their Deſign 


(5) 
the Sign of Jonah; This was the Stum- 
Fews would ſtumble at, thro' the Want & 
phecy, which was in theſe Words, Deſtry # | 


it up; which he fulfilled in riſing on thei 


he ſpoke of the Temple of his Body, and 
not of deſtroying that Temple which thei 
ſaid had been Forty Years building, an 
therefcre they queſtioned how he could del 


The Jews recollecting that he had faid 8 


of Jonah, concluded from thence that U 
would riſe on Monday Morning, whe 
they deſigned w attend: but our God, if 


and Expectations, by riſing on the thi 
Day, according to his ſaying, Deſtroy 118 
Temple, and in three Days I will raiſe 
up; for tho' he reſerred them to the Typ 
of Jonah, he did not fay he ſhould ly thr 
Nights, as well as three Days, in th 
Earth, but that in three Days he wou 
raiſe up the Temple of his Body, whidl 
was the third Day after his Death, ther 
tore there could be but two Nights: Ther 
: 1 3 


11 "_ 
re the Reference to the Type of Fonah, 


ing to 


Stum- Zzled the Jews: Hence it is manifeſt 
w the at our God has locked up all the Princi- 


ant of Wal Secrets of the Scriptures in Prophecy, 

r Pro- at he may confer the Knowledge of them 

Deren his Creatures, as he thinks fic, by an 5 

[1 rai ymediate Revelation of his Divine Will; 

on the ithout which Revelation none can know | 

rs noy e Truth contained in the Records con- 

„ tha erning Cbriſt's Birth, Miracles, Death, 

Y, and 7 eſurrection, and Aſcenſion into Heaven. 
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